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Pettigo Drumlins LCA is a low lying rolling landscape of high quality fertile agricultural 

lands forming part of a wider drumlin landscape flowing westwards towards Donegal Bay 

and continuing eastwards through the south of Ulster and Northern Ireland.  The area is 

wedged below the higher bog covered landscape of the Lough Derg Uplands to the north 

west and the Northern Ireland border than runs along the southern length of this LCA.  

The border with Northern Ireland follows for the most part the river Termon which also 

creates an international border within the town of Pettigo. A small portion of this LCA 

meets Lower Lough Erne at Aghnahoo Glebe, south west of Pettigo Village, a historically 

important area that once formed part of the medieval estate associated with Lough Derg 

and on which Termon Mc Grath castle still stands within a landscape characterized by 

large geometric hedge and tree bound fields, rivers, laneways and roads.  There is a 

dispersed scatter of rural dwellings throughout this area, integrating into the farming 

landscape, although in places some suburban style development ribbon development 

lines the county roads. 

This Landscape Character area shares a border with Northern Ireland on 3 sides and 

adjoins the following 4 of Northern Ireland’s Landscape character areas: Killeter Uplands 

19, Lough Braden Landscape 14, Lower Lough Erne 2, and Croagh and Garvary River 3 
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Landscape Character type 

 

Landscape Characteristics 

Land Form and Land Cover 

• Pettigo fault follows a southwest-northeast axis through this LCA and adjoining Lough 

Derg Upland LCA, continuing up towards Lough Foyle. The fault defines the boundary 

between the different underlying geologies within this LCA; primarily limestone in the 

west of this LCA, save a pocket of gneiss and primarily sandstone in the east of this 

LCA with small schist bands.   

• The area is dominated by drumlins, part of the wide (Ulster) Drumlin belt that 

stretches across south Ulster from County Down in the east of Northern Ireland 

towards Donegal Bay. 

• Primarily good quality agricultural farming land with deep soils. 

• Coniferous forestry plantations cover vast areas of higher lands within the northeast 

of this LCA. 

• There are large lakes in the hollows of the Drumlin landscape within the west and 

east of this LCA and smaller lakes dotted at locations throughout.  A crannog 

(Cashelenny) sits on an island in one of the larger lakes within the east of this LCA, 

Lough Nageage.   

Settlements 

• Pettigo: Pettigo is a small former market 

town that straddles both sides of the 

international border with Northern Ireland, the 

River Termon flows through the town and 

defines this border. The town is centred 

around a ‘diamond’ surrounded by high quality 

historic buildings. 6 structures in the village 
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are protected, including the train station, Pettigo Mill and Castle McGrath and a 

further 8 listed on the NIAH.  Pettigo was a popular destination on the 

Enniskillen/Bundoran line, closed in 1957 due to an end in cross border rail travel.  

The closure of the railway and subsequent ‘troubles’ in Northern Ireland negatively 

affected the vitality of the town.   

History, Culture and Heritage 

• Numerous archaeological structures and sites throughout the area, including a 

number of Recorded Monuments.  

• Archaeological complex at Aghnahoo Glebe on the shores of Lower Lough Erne and 

adjacent lands across the river and border in Northern Ireland are at a location of 

strategic importance at the junction of the River Termon and Lower Lough Erne.  

These lands were associated with the rights to Lough Derg pilgrimage site and the 

Ulster McGrath chieftains from the 13th century until they were taken by Cromwellian 

forces in the 17th century.   The ruins of Termon McGrath castle remain at this site 

along with forts in this landscape. 

• Important vernacular and imposed built heritage including 7 RPS structures and 44 

NIAH. 

• The Leslie family from Monaghan controlled Pettigo estate, and ran Pettigo Mill, on 

the Termon River until the 20th Century 

• Historic Landscape Characterisation identifies that in common with the Donegal Bay 

drumlin field, this area is predominantly straight-sided and surveyed rectilinear 

fields. 

Access and Recreation  

• The area is accessed from the west by the R232, south west by the R234 and from 

the east by the A35 (NI), as well as a network of good quality county roads.  The 

R235 connects Lough Derg to the north of this area with Pettigo on the southern 

border. 

• The Eniskillin and Bundoran railway connected to Pettigo in 1866, the partition of 

Ireland affected the railways viability and it closed in 1957.  The railway station and 

house are in use today as a private residence.  

• Pettigo history trail. 

• Termon complex is a cross border European funded purpose built centre for sport and 

entertainment within the heart of Pettigo offering a plethora of cultural and 

recreational as well as sporting programmes.  

Biodiversity 

• Ecologically important landscape containing 217ha of pNHA sites in the North east 

around a group of large loughs.  Important biodiversity links created along rivers and 

streams and biodiversity corridors maintained by the prevalence of deciduous tree 

and trimmed hedgerow, fields, laneways and roads. 

• Geometric forestry plantations are scattered on primarily higher lands within this 

LCA. 

• Regionally important karst aquifer within the southern area of this LCA. 

Forces for change 

• Farming structures 

• One-off rural housing 

• Renewable energy development (windfarms). 

• Afforestation.  

• Telecommunications and infrastructural development 

• Opportunities for cross border tourism based on the history and landscape, 

considering proximity to  Lower Lough Erne  


